Green Economy – not just a technological fix
Given the overarching objectives of sustainable development agreed at the 2002 World Summit on Sustainable Development, the concept of “green economy” needs to help achieve this objective of changing unsustainable consumption and production patterns and thus implement this commitment made by all countries in Principle 8 of the 1992 Rio Declaration.
We support the initiative to promote a transition to a green economy in the UNECE region. The green economy should improve the quality of life for all and functions within the carrying capacity of the earth. Public and private investments – of financial, natural and human capital - should result in reversing the current negative social and environmental trends.
 
We need the right criteria for choosing the most effective combinations of policy instruments and to help mobilize stakeholders to target those parts of the production and consumption cycle where improvements should be made. 
 
We need cooperation of all sectors, - governments, business and civil society - to develop markets with responsible consumers and producers. We call for regulatory frameworks for corporate accountability in addition to existing corporate social responsibility initiatives. Green economy should promote fair trade and socially responsible use and distribution of resources. 
 
We need to promote resource efficiency throughout the life cycle of products and services. We welcome the EU Flagship initiative on resource efficiency, and recommend similar initiatives by other UNECE countries. We need to develop and transfer environmentally sound technologies, with the appropriate safeguard measures, requiring an independent technology assessment and effective public participation. 
 
Governments, international and private actors need to increase investments in research, innovations, education and training for a transition to green economies. We call for a shift in current research funding in the EU - and other countries - from its current focus on nuclear industry and other unsustainable economic sectors to green economic sectors.
 
Improving the quality of life for all, requires more than green jobs, products and investment. The green economy also needs to protect natural resources and help eradicate poverty, increase social equity and gender equality. 
 
We need to move from the current obsession with “GDP growth” to prioritizing economic security and prosperity for everyone, within the carrying capacity of the earth. We need to stimulate societal change, where material wealth is not seen as the only criteria of prosperity. We need to encourage values and norms for a sustainable way of living.  
 
Green economy initiatives need to consider the consumption or demand side of economy by addressing lifestyles and values, tackling drivers for unsustainable consumption patterns, phasing out unsustainable economic activities and ensuring fair distribution of resources. These activities should be supported by integrating the ‘sufficiency’ concept into educational systems, credible ecolabeling schemes, awareness raising and educational activities regarding green economy.
 
We need to establish a new set of measures, indexes and indicators of progress beyond the current focus on increasing production, consumption and exports. Nature should be recognized as the foundation of our life and the precondition for our long-term wellbeing of our societies, and not – as currently perceived – an unlimited resource for economic growth. Development of human capital should become the basis for our economic progress, moving away from natural capital extraction.
 
Technological solutions and resource efficiency is not enough. Even if production becomes more eco-efficient, increasing consumption and population pressures result in  greater resource depletion. Current lifestyles depend on overuse of natural resources. The finite natural world cannot support the infinite growth of resource exploitation. Green economy policies and practices need to take into account the social and biophysical limits to economic growth.  We need resource capping in governmental and other institutional discussions, and develop economically and socially acceptable caps for all kinds of natural resources. We call for setting up baselines for resource use – on both the global and the national level –, identifying thresholds within which our economies have to operate.
 
The current financial systems do not actively support a transition to the green economy, we call for regulation of the financial markets, reform of the IFIs, development of mechanisms to bring natural capital valuation into national accounting, inclusion of externalities into prices and introduction of new and innovative financial mechanisms, such as the financial transaction tax, and payment for eco-system services, as a means for financing the transition to the green economy and sustainable development.
 
Many countries in the UNECE region face specific challenge in a transition to a green economy. Especially the EECCA , CEE and SEE countries face pollution burden from the past, – obsolete pesticide stockpiles, nuclear waste, and mining tailing in particular – which need to be clean-up with great cost to the current economies – funds which cannot be invested in “green jobs”. For example, many countries have no funds to pay for decommissioning of closed nuclear power plants or containment and clean-up of uranium mining tailings, causing long-term, inter-generational and partly cross-border pollution and security risks for water, food, and eco-systems. Many of the Western European countries, have severe challenges with e.g. pollution from industrial agriculture, nuclear waste and transport. 
 
In addition, many countries’ economies are currently highly dependent on “brown” economic sectors, – including in the EU and Northern America – such as nuclear energy, uranium mining, coal, oil, mercury, and asbestos. 
 
The UNECE region needs a policy framework and institutional mechanisms to define and implement green economy, involving not just governments but civil society and the private sector. We need a regional framework and roadmap on sustainable production, consumption and the green economy to develop plans and mobilize multi-stakeholder partnerships over the next decade. Such a 10-year framework could in turn implement the 2002 WSSD mandate to develop a 10 Year Framework of Programs. Also, the UN ECE region should play a leading role on the Green Economy towards RIO+20 and beyond, developing and implementing ambitious regional and national roadmaps on the green economy.
 
We call on governments to:
 
· Mandate the UNECE and other UN partner organisation to create a “SCP and Green Ecoonmy” task force for exploring the options and developing such a regional framework and roadmaps for sustainable consumption, production and the green economy
· Develop measurable targets and legislative tools for green economy and progress indicators going beyond an environmentally adjusted GDP and including social and environmental aspects linked to green economy
· Review and improve the implementation of the “Education for Sustainable Development” strategy incorporating the green economy concept
· Eliminate harmful subsidies to unsustainable economic activities, in particular subsidies to the nuclear sector, coal mining, fisheries and industrial agriculture
· Consider the important role of ecosystem services and environmental limits which should be taken into account in development planning within the transition to green economy and support research on ecosystem services
· Support the initiative of Millennium Consumption Goals to be agreed in RIO+20 and to identify, to agree and to work on reaching these goals, which should set up clear targets for socially inclusive and fair life within global ecological limits
· Implement a 10 year framework of programmes on sustainable consumption and production mandated at WSSD
· Review and ensure continuity of previous decisions endorsed within EfE process on biodiversity, agricultural and forest which can support the transition towards the green economy
· Develop monitoring and assessment system which will provide the necessary data for decision makers as well as for society at large for active participation in governance processes  regarding green economy
· Include absolute resource capping in governmental and other institutional discussions and deliberations with the view of lifting this discussion to the global level at the “Rio+20” Conference.
· For UNECE countries to take a lead in developing a global strategy to address the risks that nuclear energy and the whole uranium cycle, such as mining and waste disposal, pose to global environment and human lives and health, and decide on an effective and rapid global government response. In particular:
o      Establishment of a UN rapporteur on uranium and nuclear risks.
o      Establishment of a global financial mechanism to redress and clean-up of damage and pollution of nuclear and uranium lifecycles. 
o      Establishment of an independent institutional framework to document, monitor and assess the environmental damages and risks of nuclear and uranium activities and increased lifecycle control. Such an institution will assure effective public participation, transparency and access to information.
